
        

 

National Geographic Giant Traveling Map of Asia Coming to John Muir 
 

Sixth graders at John Muir Middle School will be exploring Asia in a big way — with one of the world’s largest 
maps of the continent, as part of National Geographic’s Giant Traveling Maps program. The map measures 
26 feet by 35 feet and is designed to ignite students’ interests in the diverse geography of Asia through an 
interactive experience with a giant map.  
 
When: Monday and Tuesday, March 21 and 22 

9:10-10:40 AM and 12:00 Noon-2:15 PM 
 

Where: John Muir Middle School 
  1400 West Stewart Avenue, Wausau WI 
 

Contact: Social Studies Teacher Ann Viegut at 715 261-0100. In summer 2012, 
Viegut wrote curriculum to develop the Giant Traveling Map of Europe.            

 

The map’s brightly colored, smooth vinyl surface accurately illustrates Asia’s oceans, seas, rivers, 
mountains, countries, and capitals. Designed for grades K-8, the map comes with a trunk full of accessories, 
including interactive activities, props, and photo cards that teach students about the physical characteristics 
of the continent as well as its rich history, wildlife, and diverse cultures. In “Cardinal Capture,” teams of 
students use cardinal directions to move student “pawns” around the map, capturing opponents. In the “To 
What Degree?” activity, teams compete against each other to find the most locations using latitude and 
longitude coordinates. Foam balls and hoops are used in “Geo-gym” games that teach students the diverse 
geography of the Asian continent. 
 
“These maps teach geography in a way that nothing else does. It is a physical as well as mental experience,” 
said Dan Beaupré, vice president of National Geographic’s Education and Children’s Media group. “The 
hands- and feet-on experience makes a lasting impression on students and sparks further interest.” 
 
National Geographic’s Giant Traveling Maps program was introduced in 2006 with a map of Africa and has 
since expanded to include giant maps of North America, Asia, South America, Europe, and the Pacific 
Ocean. In the 2015-2016 school year, hundreds of thousands of students will interact with these maps. In 
addition to school venues, the maps appear at museums, festivals, fairs, and corporate and educational 
conferences. The maps reinforce National Geographic’s commitment to increasing geography education 
through teacher professional development, K-12 curriculum, live events, and academic competitions.  
 

National Geographic is a global nonprofit membership organization driven by a passionate belief in the power of science, exploration, 
and storytelling to change the world. It funds hundreds of research and conservation projects around the globe each year. With the 
support of its members and donors, it works to inspire, illuminate, and teach through scientific expeditions, award-winning journalism, 
education initiatives, and more. 
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